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Y the Dates of the following 
Sheets, you will ſee the Au- 
thor has been in no Haſte to pub- 
liſh them, notwithſtanding the Re- 
queſt of ſome of his Friends. Being 
at laſt perſuaded they may be of 
Uſe, if publiſhed before the enſuing 
Seſſion of Parliament, he has been 
at the Pains to review them, and 
finds it neceſſary to, explain ſome 
Things whereby Objections may be 
obviated. 3 
Where he ſettles 400 Weight of 
Flax, and four Barrels *and a half 
of Seed as the Produce of one 
Acre, he doth not mean that there 
are not many that have greater Re- 
turns, but he only ſets forth the 
A 2 Returns 


(n) 
Returns in general, which makes 
the Bulk of Flax Husbandry ; fo, 
when he fixes his Calculation of 
Flax at the Prices mentioned in his 
Papers, he doth not mean that it is 
never fold cheaper, but only that 
the Prices he has fixed upon were 
the general Prices neareſt a Medi- 
um ; and he begs Leave to obſerve 


here, that there having been much 


Seed faved in the Year 1737, it 


was ſo cheap in 1738, that greater 
Quantities than uſual were ſowed 


that Year, the Conſequence was a 
great P.eturn of Flax, which 
brought down the Price of what 
came to Market, to two Pence 
Half-penny and three Pence per 
Pound (which was chiefly bought 
up by the Gray Merchant, and is 
now retailed by him at five Pence 
and Six-pence) this proceeded from 


4 plentiful Crop of Seed in 1 7375 


but, as the Seed failed much in 
1738, there is not ſo much ſowed 


in 


ri 
% 


3, I 

in this Current Year, 1739, fo that 
there is no great Reaſon to expect 
the Flax at ſo cheap a Rate as laſt 
Year. „ 

Where he ſettles the Medium of 
Cloth manufactured, at a 1400(which 
he did after taking different Ad- 
vices) he doth not pretend to deter- 
mine that to be abſolutely the Me- 
dium, for although the Medium 


were reduced to a 1200, his Hypo- 


theſis would ſtand good, and the 
Calculations built thereon would 
only vary in a ſmall Proportion. 

In the reducing heckled Flax 
back to ſcutched Flax, he took 
the Rule from his own Experience, 
which he had carefully minuted 
down; but any Body converſant in 
that Way knows, that in the work- 
ing of Flax, it will produce more 
or leſs Tow, Hurds and Waſte, ac- 
cording to the Quality of the Flax 
and Skill of the Workman, but al- 
though the Difference in the Flax 
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(iv) 
or working i it, may vary the Calcu- 
lation, it doth not deſtroy the 
Rule. | 
As to his „e of the 
Number of Hands employed, he 


took the beſt Rule that, he be- 


lieves, can eaſily be had. 

It he might hope, by what he has 
done, to ſtir up a Spirit in thoſe who. 
have the Power to add the. Weight 
of that Power to the Endeavours 


of the Multitude, there can be no 
Difficulty in carrying our Linnen 


Manufacture to the greateſt Perfec- 
tion, in a very few Years, 


— 


SOME. 


SOME 


THOUGHTS 


| How to leſen the Expence of the 


Linnen-Manufacuure, E c. 


8 1737. 
T may be granted as a Poſtulatum, 
1 that we ought to bring our Flax to 


Market as cheap as the Exgliſb, but 
Flax of Engliſh Growth has been imported 
within theſe two Years at 287. Engliſb Mo- 
ney per Tun; if the Difference between 
the Expence of Labour in England, and 
Treland, be conſidered, I deſire it may be 
Market that our Flax ought to come to 

ket at 28 J. Iriſh per Tun: This be- 
ing laid down as an Argument, 

It is alledged, that at the extraordinary 
Wages exacted by our Flax Dreſſers, our 
A 4 Farmers 
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„ 
Farmers can get little or nothing for their 
Flax, if they ſhould ſell it at 28 J. 

Tun; for the Flax-Dreſſer will have $4. 


per Stone of ſcutched Flax, for breaking 


and ſcutching (to the doing whereof. he 
takes two Days) together with his Diet, 
which for two Days, at three Meals a Day 


is well worth one Shilling, ſo that the Far- 


mer pays for breaking and ſcutching 25. 64. 
per Stone, or 205. per Hundred Weight, 
or 20 l. per Tun; at this Rate the Farmer 
gets but 8 J. per Tun for his Rent and La- 
bour, that is to ſay, for plowing, harrow- 
ing, ſowing, ſhoveling, weeding, pulling, 


_ rippleing, watering, grafting; and drying, 
admitting he gets Seed from the Board. | 


Now one Tun of Flax is more common- 
ly the Produce of five Acres than other- 
ways, it may happen that ſome Acres may 
produce 00 Weight, but Gentlemen 
would do well not to be too ſanguine in an 
Opinion that 5oo Weight is the common 
Medium, ef 2 when ſuch an Opinion 
ſerves no End; whereas, if 400 Weight 
be too little, the Farmer, when it comes 
out better, is agreeably deceived. If Jam in 
any Meaſure near the Truth, in this Light 
the Farmer bas for his Rent and all his 
Labour, admitting Seed from the Board, 
only 1. 125. per Acre, from the Produce 
of his Flax. HY 

e And 


CE \ 
And as to the Seed which he ma 2 ſave 
8, 


from one Acre, that is more or \e 
cording to the Goodneſs of the Land. 
the Truth of the Labour, the Goodneſs of 
the Seed, the Kindlineſs of the Seaſon, and 
the Dexterity in ſaving it, and this laſt Ar- 
ticle is, above all the reſt, attended with 
much Trouble and Expence, and the Suc- 
ceſs doubtful. from the Uncertainty of the 
Weather: As I favour the Farmer in all m 
Calculations, I cannot allow at the bighel 
Calculation above. five for one, Produce, 
communibus annis, but incline to think four 
and a half. nearer the Truth. 

Now the Farmer if he buys his Seed. 
gives commonly, Carriage included, a- 
bout 75. per uſhel, rarely leſs, ſome- 
times more; and ſuppoſe he ſows his Acre 
with three Buſhels and a half, or one full 
Riga Barrel, the Return he has in Seed at 
* and a half for one, is fourteen Buſhels, 
which, if perfect good Seed, I ſuppoſe 
may ſell in his Neighbourhood at 75. per 


Buſhel, 4 
_ inde 4 13 

From whenc ce deduQ Prime Coſt 
0 r | | 14 6 


Remains 3 23 6 
To which add the ſuppoſed 
Profit on his Flax. 5 1 
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Toral 5 5 6 
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When tie Farmer has deducted his Rent, 
and all h other Expences, till his Flax is 
ready for the Flax-Dreſſer, I am doubtful. 
this laſt Total will be reduced very low, 
and will not appear a ſufficient Encourage- 
ment; and if that be the Caſe, as Things 
now ſtand with reſpect to Flax-raifing, we 
are in a bad Way! And if that be not the 
Caſe, I deſire to know, why many Gentle- 
men who have gone good Lengths in raiſ- 
ing, Flax for ſeyeral Years, together, have 
rown weary of it? It is one Thing to rea- 
— from Speculation, another from Prac- 
tice, which Gentlemen will do well to con- 
ſider in Time, leaſt we be found to have 


been rolling a great Stone up Hill! 


. I know it is, and may be again alledged, 
that inſtead of 28 J. per Tun, our Flax 
gives from 35 J. to 40 J. per Tun; 3 
it not. This is a Part of that Grievance 
pretend to complain of, and am ſollicitous 
to ſee reQified, for if we do not ſoon fall 
on other Meaſures than hath hitherto been 
taken, I am afraid we ſhall never be able 
to cope with foreign Manufactures in a fo- 
reign Market. ; 27 20 
To remedy this Evil, I humbly propoſe, 
that the Number of Flax-Dreſſers be ſpee- 
dily and greatly multiplied, and for this 
Purpoſe that there be in each RY ſix 
Maſters (more or leſs as preſent or future 
Buſineſs may ſeem to require) fixed in cer- 
| 1 cl 


(1) 


tain Habitations moſt convenient, ſo. as. to. 
divide the County among them as equally 
as may be, at 10 l. a Year Salary to each; 
that each Maſter ſhall have ſix Apprentices, 
who are to be bred thorough Flax-Dreſlers, 
and that ſuch Mafters ſhall-have each, one 
large Houſe capable to contain one Tun of 
Flax undrefled, and Room beſides for, at 
leaſt one Dozen, of Hands to work in, and 
this I reckon, may be a Houſe of eight or 
nine Bays,. the Coſt whereof may be ſo: 
many Pounds, | 
Jo this Houſe, the Country round may 
ſucceſſiyely bring in their Flax ready dried, 
and there lodge it, and may at the ſame 
Time ſend in their young Men and Wo- 
men to learn to uſe the Breaks, which an 
ingenious and willing Mind may learn in 


one Seaſon; and that for the firſt three 


Years the Flax - Dreſſer, beſides. what Help 


he gets of Country Learners in the break- 


ing Part, be allowed one Shilling per Stone 


ſcutched Flax. 


J prefume in three Years, there may be 


found, giving Allowance for Death or o- 
ther Accidents, twenty Flax -Dreſſers in 
each County, whom the Board might ſet 


up with Breaks and Heckles ; proviſo that 


each of theſe ſhould take three Apprentices, 
ſo that by this Means, allowing for Death, 
Sc. as before, after fix Years in this Way, 


and under proper Encouragement, there 
vi might 


(12) 
might be found fixty or more thorough-bred 
Flax- Dreſſers in each County. And this, 
without taxing Men's Labour, as ſome 
Gentlemen are pleaſed to expreſs them- 
ſelves, would moſt naturally reduce their 
Price for ſcutching to 64. a Stone; for by 
this Time, I beg Leave to ſuppoſe, that 
all the young Men and Women in the 
Country Live learned the Uſe of the Break, 
and by the Favour of the Board and their 
Landlords jointly, every Townland has 
got a due Proportion of Breaks. 
Whether this be fair reaſoning or dream- 
ing, I will not ſay, but if the Reader 
thinks -what has been ſaid reaſonable and 
prafticable, he will naturally conclude, 
that the Difference between 25. 64. and 
6 d. a Stone is ſo very great, and the redue- 
ing the Flax-Drefſer's Wages to the loweſt 
Penny, is of ſo great Conte uence to the 
| e of our Linnen Manufactury, 
that no Time ought to be loſt in ſetting a- 
bout it. Sb WP: | 
It has indeed been ſaid by ſome Gentle- 
men, that the Price alledged to be taken 
by the Flax-Dreſſers, is not a common or 
fixed Price; but, as far as IJ have been able 
to inform my ſelf, their loweſt Price is by 
much too high! Some Gentlemen agree 
with me in 18 d. per Stone, ſome ſay they 
get it done for 16 d. and ſome for 14 d. 1 


have heard of none lower; but 149. per 
Stone 


( 33)) 
Stone and two Days Diet, is 25. 2d. 
Stone; a moſt heavy Tax, if we can fad | 
a Way to to be freed from it! And here I 
would beg Leave to ſuggeſt, that although 
it be the Fatereſt of a tew, and they of the 
meaneſt of the People (who might be other- 
ways uſefully employed) that Flax-Dreſling 
ſhould be a Miſtery, yet it is highly more 
the Intereſt of the Commonyealth, that 
this Craft ſhould be perfectly underſtood by 
eyery Farmer and poor Houſholder in the 
Kingdom, whereby this Tax would in a 
Manner be extinguiſhed, which, I hope, 
_ who have the Power will think well 
of. | 

There are ſome who ſpeak of ſcutching 
and breaking by Mills, if this be to be done 
more in Reality than Imagination, and 
done at a cheaper Rate than what I ſuggeſt, 
I am likely to be among the firſt to em- 
brace it : But whether the Remedy be by 
Mills, or the Way here ſuggeſted, or an 
other Way yet more practicable and lets 
expenſive, ſure ſomething ought ſpeedily 
to be done to eaſe the Farmer, and enable 
him to bring his Flax to Market as cheap 
as our Neighbours. 

The next Grievance I ſhould rejoice to 
ſee redreſſed, is the extravagant Price our 
Flax comes out at, to that, fere primum mo- 
bile of the Linnen ManufaQtury the 
poor Spinners I haye ever laid it 
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down as an irrefragable Maxim, that to- 
wards the Proſperity of our Linnen Manu- 
ſacture, there is a Neceſſity that our Poor 
continue poor; and here I might ſay a great 
deal on the Wiſdom of Divine Providence 
in eftablifhing Societies by ſo delicate a 
Combination of Individuals, but more 
Words were loſt to illuſtrate a Truth fo 
| on; but when all is ſaid they muft 
ive they muſt be cloathed if 
that is Jy for them, all is done for 
them that ought to be done, and to do 
more were to encourage them to grow wan- 
ton, and ratfe che Price of their Labour, 
to the Ruin of our Staple Trade. 
When the Farmer has got his Flax 
dreſſed ready for the Market, he ſells it as 
the Caſe now ſtands, to the Gray Merchant 
or Retailer, at, perhaps, 35 J. or 40 J. per 
Tun, that is at 3 d. + to 4d. 3 per Pound, 
near the Matter; this Retailer muſt have 
a Profit, and happy were it if a moderate 
one would ſerve him, but he retails this 
Flax (ſcutched) commonly ſpeaking at 6 d. 
per Pound, ſeldom leſs, frequently more, 
and 64. per Pound is 56 J. per Tun; here 
is a Profit to this Retailer from 40 J. to 60 /. 
per Cent. if I err not in my Calculation. 
Unconſcionable Profit! And were it not 
for a continued Parliamentiary Encourage- 
ment, managed and diſtributed by the 
Truſtees with the greateſt —— Pru- 
6 ence, 
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dence, and Candour, ſuch a ſhameful Draw- 
back on the Induſtry of the People, or 
more properly ſpeaking on the Price of 
Yarn, and that centering in the Hands of a 
Few, muſt have ſunk our Manufacture lon 
ere this Time. | | 
Io this Evil, great as it is, and —_ 
rooted, I am afraid it will be hard to aſ- 
fign ſuch a Remedy as will pleaſe every 
Body; however, ſuffer me to offer at one, 
ſuppoſe the Parliament ſhould think 
good to give ſome proper additional Fund, 
or ſuppoſe, of the Funds in the Power 
of the Truſtees, they ſhould think fit to 
change the Application of ſo much as may 
be thougbt neceſſary to apply, to remedy 
this great Evil; this granted, I will further 
ſuppoſe, that proper Perſons in as many 
different Places in each County, as might 
be judged convenient, were appointed Fac- 
tors, or call them by what Name you pleaſe, 
for the Truſtees; that theſe Factors ſhould 
mw up all the Flax offered to Sale in their 
reſpective Neighbourhoods, at the loweſt 
Prices, from the ſeveral Farmers for ready 
Money, nay, even to get good Bargains, 
pay Money beforehand ; and that theſe 
Factors ſhould retail this Flax to the Spin- 
ner at 10 per Cent. Profit. 
I The Conſequence I would ſuppoſe from 
this, would be, that if the Gray Merchant 

would deal in the fame Trade any —_— 
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he could hardly get beyond 10 per Cent. 
Profit; and if this ſhould be the Caſe, it 
would ſeem a Benefit or Saving would ariſe 
to the Linnen Manufacture of 30 to go per 
Cent. All this is ſaid and calculated on the 

Footing Flax is now ſold at. 
Inow come to conſider the Spinner; and 
her Caſe, as near as I can judge of it, ſtands 
thus ſhe buys (ſuppoſe) three Pounds 
ſcutched Flax at 64.. per Pound, ſhe car- 
ries it to the Heckler and pays him at leaſt 
29. for heckling it, that is in all 20 d.— 
This three Pound ſcutched Flax produces of 
pure heckled Flax 1 50z. of Tow Flax 1 50z. 
of Backings or Hurds 150z. of Waſte 
3 0. Admit that out of her pure Flax ſhe 
ſpins five Dozen of Yarn, which ſhe ſells 


Se 1. 
1 7d. per Dozen _ * 
Her Tow Flax yields 2 Doz. at ? «6 10 
5 d. per Doz. | 
Yarn of her Hurds—4 d. 8 2 oo 04 
too much 5 * 
04 OI 


| | Dedu& Prime Coſt of Flax 01 08 


— 


| She has for nine Spinning Days 4 

and one Sunday $ TD 5 

| Which is cloſe upon 3 d. a Day, which, 
were Spinners conſtantly employed, were 


reaſonable Wages, proyided the Flax me. 
AY — of 


CTY 

of the beſt, but this is ſeldom the Caſe, 
for they rarely make out of their three 
Pound Flax above four Dozen of the pure 
Flax, and 18 Cuts Tow Flax, ſo that in 
this View, all that ſhe has for her Labour 
in nine Days is only 15. 7d. which is 
not 2 d. aa Day, and that is too little for 
the Pooreſt to live by. 

To recapitulate and give a ſummary I- 
dea of what has been ſaid, we muſt re- 
turn to the Farmer, and as to him, we muſt 
add all that is got from the Flax-Dreſler to 
his Profit, ſo as to enablethim to come to 
Market with his Flax at 28 /. per Tun. 

And 28/. per Tun being juſt 3 d. per 
Pound, if 10 per Cent. be added to that, 
as a ſufficient Profit either to Factor or Gray 
Merchant, it will bring it, if I err not, to 
3 d. 8 75 Pound, or 30 J. 165. per Tun: 
now, if inſtead of 6 d. per Pound, the Spin- 
ner can come at her Flax at 3 d.; per Pound, 
take that out of 64. and there is 2 d. 3 on 
every Pound ſaved, which is 90 per Cent. 
difference; room enough for a moderate 
Profit to the Spinner, and a great Reducti- 
on in the Price of Varn! 

If my Ignorance of the different Prices 
of Flax and Labour in different Counties 
has led me into any Miſtakes, I hope ſuch 
will be excuſed; I am of an Inland County, 
and judge of Things as I find them there 


and in the neighbouring Counties, as far as 
> I have 


(183) 28 

I have been able to inform my ſelf, but am 
inclined to believe that ſomething near a» 
Kin to what I have obſerved will be found 
in general over the Nation. 

As both my Intentions and Endeavours 
to promote this Manufacture are equally 
ſincere, I reſpectfully ſubmit what is here 
| ſaid, to Gentlemen of better Judgment and 
more Experience. | 


(19) 
FL 
Some TrxouguTs on the Importance of the 

Linnen Manufacture of Ireland, taken 
from a Supputation of the Flax raiſed in 
Treland. September, 1738. 


A 1400 Cloath taken for a Medium. 


N 21 Yards (or a Score) of 1400 Cloath, 
are 35 Hanks or Dozens of Cutts of 
arn, whereof 3 Dozen 8 Cutts, gs to the 
Pound of heckled Flax, ſo that there are 
in a Score of ſuch Cloath, 9 + Ib of heckled 
Flax, or neareſt thereto a ſmall Fracti- 
on of 2. Parts more. | 
I ſettle the Number of Yards exported, 
for the Sake of a round Number, at eight 
Millions, which is more than the laſt Year's 
Export, as lately publiſhed in Mr. Faulk- 
ner's Journal of the eighteenth of laſt 
— | 
If 21 Yards) 
1400 Cloath 19 
give llb hec- 


19 
ked flax what | 
will J 


8090000 


27) 2000238095 4 


| 619047 
The Flax neceſſary for 8 Js 


Millions of Yards 1400 % 36190 Hunt. 
Cloath is in or about 
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But as this is far ſhort of the home raiſed 
Flax, I ſhall endeavour to aſcertain the 
Quantity as near the Truth as the Thing 
is well capable of, and for that End 

I ſhall ſuppoſe 2000000 of People in IJre- 
land, and that they be allowed to conſume, 
one with another yearly, two Shirts, at three 
Yards and a Half to a Shirt, and to 
make this Suppoſition more likely, and to 
give it full Weight, we will caſt into the 
Scale, all the Yarn exported, and all the 
Sheeting, Table-Linnen, and — 
Linnen, &c. conſumed at home. 


2 Shirts computed to 
| * 7 Yards will give 


If 21 Vards) | wy 
- 1400 Cloath ; 
giveg:Ibhec- 1 4000000 

19 . 
kled Flax 
what will | 
| 21)266000000(12666666 


© 14000000 


| 63333333 
Heckled Flax neceſſary} y 

for 14,000,000 Yards > 63 333 Hun We. 
1400 Cloaths muſt be) 


To which if you add} 
the above Article of 7 36190 Hunt. 
Export ol | | | 


Total heckled Flax 99523 Hunt": 


far) 
If 98 Pounds heckled Flax was the Pro- 
duce of 168 Pounds ſcutched Flax, beſides 
Backings or Hurds fit for Sacks and other 
Uſes, and Waſte, what muſt be the ſcutched 
Flax of 9952300 Pounds? And I think it 
muſt be 17060065 Pounds, or 170600 
Hundred Weight ; but whereas I have cal- 
culated upon ſhort Hundreds, and that the 
100 Weight carries 121b more, therefore 
let the odd 121b go in Place of Backings 
and Waſte (which by the bye is too great 
an Allowance, the Backings and Waſte he- 
ing much more conſiderable) and my Cal- 
culation may be allowed to ſtand as full 
Hundred Weights, at 112 lb to the Hund. 


n 170600 Hun. Ht. 
I find the Medium of Flax 
imported for 3 Vears laſt 5064 Hun. Mt. 


Remains of home-rais'd 
Flax manufactur'd $ 165536 Hun. It. 


or 827625 Tuns. You will remember that 


for the Sake of a round Number, I bor- 
rowed, in my Supputation of Cloath export- 


ed, ſome hundred thouſands of Yards, but 


IT am much inclined to think my Calcula- 
tion of home: raisꝰd Flax ſhort of the Truth, 
for the 100 Weight of ſcutch'd Flax will 
yield above 30 lb Hurds and Waſte, and 
taking off 12 lb to make up for the long 
Hundred as above, there will remain 18 1b 
on every 100 Wt. which will be 360 Ib on a 
950 Tun, 


— — 


(220 
Tun, and that, on 8276 Tuns, will amount 
to 1330 Tuns, which added to 8276, makes 
in the whole 9606 Tuns; ſo that this may 
ſuffice to juſtify what I borrowed, and to 
ſnew that my Eſtimate of home-rais'd Flax 
is within Bounds. 82 2 
The Price of ſo much Flax (call it but 
gooo Tuns) as commonly ſold by the Mer- 
chant, one Year with another, may be a- 
bout 354. per Tun, little more or leſs, ac- 
cording to its ity, inde 315000 . 
But as commonly fold by = 
Retailer to the poor Spinner at 
6d. per Pound, is 567. per >$04000 . 
Tun, and then its Value is to 
be reckoned | | 
It is true, a ſmall Proportion of the 
home: raisꝰd Flax comes to the Market, per- 
haps, not a 2oth Part; but however, it was 
not amiſs to give the Reader a View of the 
Value of our home-rais'd Flax in theſe two 
different Lights, that he might have a full 
Idea of the Stock in that Branch of Trade 
produced within our ſelves, and of the diffe- 
rent Prices it comes out at (when fold) from 
the Merchant, or Farmer, and from the 
Retailer, to the only Hands that turn it to 
Account, the poor Spinner and ManufaQtu- 
rer, as I have elſewhere obſerved. 
| Having thus ſettled the Quantity of 
home-rais'd Flax, I ſhall endeayour to 
make ſome groſs Computation of the * 
r 


£23) 
ber of Perſons employed therein, wherein 
I ſhall ſtudy to keep within Bounds. 
If one Weaver can weave three Yards of 
$400 Cloath daily, for 300 working Days 
in the Year, how many Weavers are requir- 
ed to weave 22000000 Yards? I anſwer, 
24444 Weavers. 

And ſo many Yards will require Spin- 
ners, at five Days to every Pound of heck- 
led Flax, 300 Days in the Year, 165871 
Spinners. | | | 
But as I incline to think both Spinners 
and Weavers are computed by much too 
few, becauſe none of them work ſo cloſe 
as I have imagined; ſo if we further reckon 
upon the Hands employed in plowing, ſow- 
ing, weeding, pulling, watering, grafling, 
ſaving the Seed, breaking, ſcutching, heck- 
ling and bleaching, I incline to think that 
every 400 Weight of ſcutched Flax, coſts 
in Labour equal to one Hand for 300 Days, 


if fo, ſet down 42600 

Add Weavers 24444 

And Spinners 165871 
Hands employ'd in all the branches ? 

of this "Edo 5232915 


There are many others employed in this 
Manufacture, but they are like Vermin upon 
the human Body, that deſtroy it; ſuch as 
| 2 Varn Pedlars and Cloath Pedlars, that 
buy from the induſtrious Houſewife, and 

| runs 


— — 
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run about from Fa ir to Fair, and Market 
to Market, enhancing the Price till the 
Commodity comes out ſo dear to the Ma- 
nufacturer and Exporter, that they frequent- 
1y loſe by it: Theſe Vermin will buy and 
ell the — Commodity in the ſame Mar- 
ket, in the Space of an Hour, for a Farthing 
or one Falf- penny Profit per Dozen, and 
- richly deſerve to be diſcouraged ; I there- 
fore leave them to the Legiſlature. _ 
If 2000000 be the leaſt Number of Soul 
in Jreland, the Number of Perſons above 
the Neceſſity of applying themſelves to 
Trade and Handy-crafts are not preſumed 
to be above one poth Part of the whole, if 
this be ſo, then there is not employed in the 
Linnen Manufacture much above an eighth 
of the Remainder, and if it be thought ſuf- 

| Hetent to allow one eighth more for all the 
Handy- crafts and Traders in Ireland, hence 
the whole will amount to, vis. 8 


In the Linnen Trade 232915 
All other Trades 232915 
Above Neceſſity of Trading 40000 

>> 3058 30 
Remains 1494170 


And if out of this remaining Number you 
ſet off for aged, and Children under nine 
Years old, 494170, there will remain one 
Million, not properly, or at leaſt, not tho- 
roughly employed. | oO 1 
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If to the Hands already employed, one 
Million more were added, properly employ- 
ed, all their Labour, or by much the greater 
Part of it, muſt be added to the Article of 
Export ; now, not to exceed, ſuppoſe that 
only 700000 Hands of the remaining one 
Million were fully employed as the reſt 
now are, which is above three Times the 
Number of thoſe already employed, then 
it is plain their Labour would produce an 
Export 2 * 2 , | 5 2400000 J. 
Which with the preſent Ex 
8 rea ops : wha $ nö 


1 La. id ith. 


ll Would make in the whole 320000 J 


— N. B. I compute eight Millions of Vards 


exported at 25. per Tard. 


If theſe Caculations be any Thing near 
the Truth, as it is to be hoped they are, 
then how much doth it import all whs 
have the Power, to give ſuch additional 
Encouragement, as may ſpur on this pro- 
fitable Branch of Trade, a Trade ſuited to 
our Poyerty! A Trade incompatible with 
a rich Commonality ! No Encouragement 
is wanting from without, its owing to e 
Ignorance, or a certain Sowerneſs of 
Temper and peeviſh Partiality, when 
People cry out that England oppreſs us in 


any Branch of Trade, wherein we do not 
C inter- 


* — . ę — — — ——— — 
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ioterfere with them; here is a Branch of 
Trade which they not only allow but che. 
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iſh! And how little has been, from the 
8 the Fund given for the encou- 
Taging this noble Branch of Trade A 
Branch that may, with further Help, 
ſoon vie with the Staple vu omg oy of 
England; few who are converſant in Puh- 
lick Affairs are Strangers to! It is not above 
one and a half per Cent. of the Returns of 
our preſent Export! It is collected inſen- 
ſibly] No Perſon has Reaſon to complain! 
The Merchant, commonly ſpeaking, gives 
two and a half per Cent. Commiſtion, how 
much more doth it import us to give it, to 
raiſe up a Trade ſo prafticable! So much 


within our Power ! So very much our Inte- 


reſt! So much cheriſhed by our jealous 
Neighbours! And a Tax ſo 24. and I 
y to be 


may venture to ſay, ſo willing 


born ! 8 Ui v9 
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